Pierre-Yves Pitteloud serves as the Senior Regional Advisor for Climate Change
Adaptation, Disaster Risk Reduction, and Rapid Response at the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) in India and South Asia. Guided by a deep
belief in compassion as a driver of universal resilience to both natural and human-
made disasters, his work supports communities and governments across Asia and
the Middle East in preparing for crises before they strike.

From fragile biospheres to exposed communities, the Himalayas remind us that in
the climate era, water is both lifeline and fault line—where melting glaciers, shifting
monsoons, and growing demand converge to shape the risks we must urgently
manage together.

At GPDRR 2025, Pierre-Yves brings stories and insights from Swiss collaborations
in the field, where early action can mean the difference between hardship and
resilience. His approach reflects a quiet but persistent aspiration shared across
cultures: to reduce suffering in the long term by acting with foresight and paving,
together, the path to resilience.



